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Scorpions? What Scorpions? 

The last two weeks have been full of newsworthy events.     

It would be easy to spend twenty minutes criticizing the Supreme Court, for 

example, whether one is “conservative” or “liberal”.  It would be easy to criticize 

the politicians, again, no matter what political leaning one has.  It would be a chip 

shot to criticize world leaders, even, because they give us so much to criticize.  

But I’m not going to talk about any of them. 

Instead of doing that, though, I’m going to take the advice of someone 

whose opinions matter a lot to me. I’m going to talk about a topic I almost never 

address.  Because, like many, maybe most, of us, I tend to be consumed with two 

things:  self-improvement, and saving the world “out there”. 

 But there is a problem:  we are sometimes so consumed with trying to save 

ourselves, and the world out there, that we neglect our first responsibility: our 

families.  And funny enough, a lot of the big issues we could be talking about may 

have, at their root, that very thing:  in failing to evangelize our families, we’ve left 

the door open to Satan.   

What serpents and scorpions are running around our houses, while we are 

out saving the world? 
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When Jesus sent the seventy-two out, in pairs, to proclaim that the Kingdom 

of God is at hand, he was sending them out into the world.  This episode, and the 

Great Commission at the end of the Gospel of Matthew, is the reason we Christians 

are so mission-oriented.  Jesus sent them; He sends us in the same way! 

But think about it another way.  The people to whom Jesus was sending the 

seventy-two were Jews.  They were part of the extended family of the Children of 

Abraham.  So he was sending the seventy-two out to evangelize His people, His 

family! 

How did Jesus send out the seventy-two?  How did He equip them for their 

journey?  And what did He want them to do?   

Jesus said He was sending them out “like lambs among wolves”; they should 

expect things to get a little rough.  He instructed them to take nothing with them, 

and to focus on the mission.  He instructed them to bring peace to the houses they 

entered.  He instructed them to remind everyone, whether they accepted the 

disciples or not, that the kingdom of God is at hand.   

At its heart, the mission of the disciples was this:  “Don’t get distracted.  

Don’t worry about your stuff.  And tell people about Me!” 
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So, fast-forward to today.  Much has changed; at the same time, much is the 

same as it was for the disciples.  The disciples were sent out into a world that was 

just learning about Jesus; both inside and outside our families, we know people 

who are just getting to know Jesus.  Young people; people who are disconnected; 

people whom the world out there has successfully pulled away from the faith we 

embrace; all of them represent opportunities to evangelize…out there. 

But where is the point of weakness in the culture?  Where is the one place 

that Satan can really do damage to the world these days?  I’ll tell you where:  the 

family.  And the ways in which he attacks the family are so sneaky, so insidious 

…that we don’t even think about things being wrong, let alone thinking that Satan 

has a hand in them. 

For example:  we’ve been trained by the culture to be gentle in disciplining 

our children, if for no other reason than out of fear of Family and Children’s 

Services.  Many times, though, that reluctance to discipline can turn into 

permissiveness. And that permissiveness can leave our kids to figure out right from 

wrong on their own.  I say that from personal experience, and not about my kids, 

but about myself.  My parents left me to figure out a lot of this on my own; and 

God help me, they left me to do it in the Seventies.  ‘Nuff said. 
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Here’s another:  The culture has taught us that, unless we are taking care of 

our own and our family’s material wants, we aren’t good parents.  That runs 

exactly opposite the Gospel charge today!  What did I say about Jesus mission to 

the disciples?  “Don’t worry about your stuff.” 

Here’s one more:  We’ve been taught that being “responsible parents” means 

dominating our fertility in marriage until we are “ready”; until finances line up so 

that we can “afford” kids; until we’ve had a chance to “get to know each other”.  

The problem with that thinking is that it opens the door to Satan.  We contracept 

our marriages into sterility. We turn the one-flesh union of a husband with his 

wife, a wife with her husband, into an event that is all about the happiness of the 

spouses. Then, even though we’ve been told that this approach will lead to 

problems in our marriages, we wonder why things get so difficult.   

And I’ll be the first to admit that many marriages survive that behavior; ours 

did. But I believe that they survive in spite of our efforts, not because of them. 

What are even more difficult are the things we allow into our families, 

mostly without thinking about it.  What are our kids listening to on the radio? Do 

we even know?  Kids…have you really thought about those lyrics you have 

memorized?  What are we watching on TV?  How many of the shows we watch 

have that obligatory homosexual couple, right there with the fantastically unhappy 
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heterosexual one?  How many depict sexual relationships between married 

people…with their own spouses? 

These are the sneaky scorpions and serpents in our homes.  These are the 

insidious damagers and destroyers of our family fabric. 

It’s a tough world into which we are sent.  Even in our homes. 
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But the Gospels propose a different path, brothers and sisters.  I could sit 

here all afternoon and tell you that “the Church teaches” this or that, but we are 

long past that.  If anyone who’s been offended so far by what I’ve said were really 

concerned about what the Church teaches, our jobs as clergy, our job as 

evangelizers would be so much easier!  So let’s skip what “the Church teaches”. 

Instead, consider this:  The Gospels propose that the way to real happiness, 

the way to true fulfillment, is that guy: Jesus Christ.  The Gospels propose that 

there is a Truth; He was born in a stable a little over 2000 years ago, and He gave 

His life to help us see the Truth of God’s love for us.  There is life beyond this 

stuff we see around us.  And what the Gospels propose as the way to true 

fulfillment in that life is simple. 

Do we want our families to be happy?  Then we have to help your spouses to 

become saints!  Husbands… look at her the way that the bridegroom in the Songs 

of Songs saw his beloved:  as his sister and his bride.  Look at her as Adam saw 

Eve:  “Flesh of my flesh, and bone of my bone!”  And we have to love our wives 

“as Christ loved the Church and handed himself over to sanctify her…that she 

might be holy and without blemish.”  We have to help our wives become Saints!  

Wives, you have to do the same for your husbands!  And if we are helping each 

other to be saints…we’ll bring our kids along too! 
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Young people…you’ll be in relationships in your life, if you aren’t already.  

The same thing applies:  if you aren’t helping your boyfriend or girlfriend to 

become a saint, you’re not doing your job!  No matter what path you choose: 

marriage, consecrated life, or the priesthood, your mission is clear: help the people 

closest to you to become saints! 

The family is the key, brothers and sisters.  It’s so important that Satan has 

invested all his works in destroying it.  The serpents of materialism and infidelity; 

the scorpions of selfishness and greed; the full force of the enemy, Satan, brought 

to bear against the family; it’s almost too much to bear.  We can all look at our 

lives and see the effects of those attacks, both large and small. 

But brothers and sisters:  Jesus made a promise to the disciples when they 

returned from their mission.  He told them:  “Behold, I have given you the power 

to ‘tread upon serpents’ and scorpions and upon the full force of the enemy and 

nothing will harm you.”  All these things the world has sold us have no power 

against us…if we accept the gifts the Jesus offers us.  Satan has no power over 

us…if we stop buying his lies.  We win…God wins when we stop holding tight to 

the lies we’ve been sold, and take a risk.   

We can take a step in trust, in the light of Christ. 

Or we can get bitten in the dark.  


