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Are You Proud Of Yourself? 

Many of us have things in our lives about which we are proud of ourselves, 

right?  I mean justifiably proud.  It might be as simple as an “A” on a really 

difficult test.  It might be an accomplishment at work.  It might even be something 

that our children or grandchildren have done.  We are proud because we know 

what went into making that thing happen.  We’re proud because we know what it 

took for us to achieve it. 

It’s natural for human beings to feel pride in their accomplishments.  It’s 

part of what sets us apart from the animals. And it is part of what makes this 

country great.   

But pride in the spiritual life will get us into trouble.  And it is this pride that 

can lead us down a wide path…to hell.  And it’s this pride, this arrogance, that we 

are warned off of today.  The LORD is a God of justice, we hear.  And that justice, 

even though it’s tempered with mercy, could be our downfall…if we don’t take 

heed. 

The Gospel starts out with a bang.  “Jesus addressed this parable to those 

who were convinced of their own righteousness and despised everyone else.”  And 

then Jesus draws a clear distinction between the Pharisee, who proudly list, in his 
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prayer before God, all of his spiritual accomplishments.  He even takes a swipe at 

the tax collector standing in the temple with him! 

But what about the tax collector?  He stands in the presence of God, not 

even looking up to heaven, and prays, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”  No 

lists of accomplishments.  No pats on the back for himself.  He only utters a 

plea…for God’s mercy.  And Jesus says he goes home justified! 

The first reading speaks to God’s attention to the lowly, and to the weak.  

The key point in the first reading is this: “The prayer of the lowly pierces the 

clouds; it does not rest…till the Most High responds.”  Just as the tax collector, 

who in humility simply begged God’s mercy went home justified, all the lowly 

who pray for God’s help will receive it! 

Now, we all know that there are times when we need to throw ourselves on 

God’s mercy.  And I’d guess that, if we are in this room today, we probably fall 

into the category of folks that realize that we aren’t perfect, and that we need to ask 

God for forgiveness from time to time.  In fact, at the beginning of every Mass, we 

all confess to God and to one another “that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts 

and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do”.  +So we do 

understand that asking God for forgiveness is good. 
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And we have, as Catholic Christians, access to the quintessential sacrament 

of healing:  Reconciliation!  Brothers and sisters, there is no sin too great, no fault 

too serious, no sin under the sun that we could commit, which cannot be forgiven 

by God in sacramental Confession!  Not one!   

The experience of the tax collector plays out over and over again, in 

confessionals around the world, every day.  No matter what we think we’ve done 

to separate us from God, we can turn to the priest in the Sacrament, and we can 

know we are forgiven! 

And this is where it gets tricky for us sitting in this room, brothers and 

sisters.   

Because, you see…the people that think they are unforgiveable…aren’t 

sitting in here.  Now, I know there are the few who might be keeping themselves 

away from Holy Communion because they think the Church won’t let them receive 

(and if you’re in the group, please go talk with the Pastor about it!); but most of us 

are pretty comfortable that we are in good standing with the Church, so we come to 

Mass. 

BUT.  One of the greatest accomplishments of the evil one in our time has 

been to blind us to the little sins in our lives.  Think about it.  Every time we let 

some little sin go, every time we brush it off with a shrug and an “it isn’t that 
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bad”…we are the Pharisee.  Every time we excuse or justify something in our lives 

that we know is objectively evil…we are the Pharisee!   

I believe that what keeps most people out of the confessional isn’t fear; I 

mean, who could be afraid of Father?  I think what keeps most of out the 

confessional is exactly what sent the Pharisee home unjustified:  pride.  I mean, 

who wants to have to sit there and tell the priest all the dirty little secrets about our 

lives that we’ve already dealt with and set aside?  And besides…those things aren’t 

that bad.  I mean…I haven’t murdered anyone. 

And that’s when our Pharisee comes out.  The evil one plays to our 

pride…and keeps us from getting healed!  And unfortunately, the more we ignore 

the little sins…the more sins start to fall into the category of little sins! 

 As I said when I began, Many of us have things in our lives about which we 

are justifiably proud.   

But brothers and sisters, our spiritual lives are not one of those places.  If we 

are saints, it isn’t because we are so great; it’s because we allow the grace of God 

to fill us and to work through us.  And if we are sinners (and Scripture tells us that 

we all have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God (Rom 3:23), then being 

proud that we aren’t as bad as some people isn’t going to save us. 
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“For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted.”   

Are we proud of ourselves?  Too proud, perhaps, to face the priest in 

Reconciliation? 

Paul said in today’s Epistle, “The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat 

and will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom.”  But God cannot save us from 

ourselves… 

Unless we ask. 


